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Course Type Course Code Name of Course L T P Credit 

DE NHSD522 Introduction to Poetry 3 0 0 3 

 

Course Objective 

Poetry offers intellectual, moral and linguistic pleasures to its readers. The course is designed to enable the learners 

to appreciate poetry and to acquaint them with the background of the various traditions of English poetry, the 

different movements and their representative poets. The class format will be group discussion, occasional lecture. 

Learning Outcomes 

To help the students become curious readers of poetry and to provide them with the language for literary description. 
 

Unit 

No. 
Topics to be Covered 

Lecture 

Hours 
Learning Outcome 

1 Module 1: Why Poetry Matters? 

• What is Poetry? 

• The Anatomy of Poetry 

6 To get familiar with the 

subject 

2 Module II: Shakespearean Sonnets & Metaphysical Poetry  

• Shakespearean Sonnets & Metaphysical Poetry (“The Rising 

Sun” by John Donne; “To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew 

Marvell; “Sonnets 1,2,3,4” by Shakespeare; “Hero and Leander” 

by Christopher Marlowe” Astrophel and Stella” by Phillip 

Sidney) 

6 Will learn to appreciate 

sonnets and Metaphysical 

poetry. 

3 Module III: Satire & the English Poetry in the Restoration 

and 18th Century 

• Satire in the 18th Century 

• John Dryden (“Annus Mirabilis”) 

• Alexander Pope (“The Rape of Lock” and “Ode to Solitude”) 

(“The Road Not Taken” by William Congreve.) 

6 Will learn the use of satire in 

poetry.  

4 Module IV: English Poetry and the Romantic Movement 

• William Wordsworth and the Romantic Movement 

(Wordsworth's “My Heart Leaps Up” & “The Solitary Reaper”) 

• John Keats’ Poetry (“Ode to a Nightingale”) 

• William Blake’s Poetry (“A Poison Tree”) 

6 Will learn to appreciate the 

Romantic poets.  

5 Module V: The Victorian Poetry  

• Background to the Victorian Poetry 

• Robert Browning (“My Last Duchess”) 

• Tennyson (“Maud”, “Ulysses”) 

• Gerard Manley Hopkins (“As Kingfishers Catch Fire, 

Dragonflies Draw Flame”) 

• Mathew Arnold (“Dover Beach”) 

• W. Whitman (“Vigil Strange I Kept on the Field One Night”) 

6 Will get an idea of Victorian 

England and it socio-cultural 

milieu through the poetry of 

the period.  

6 Module   VI: The 20th Century English Poetry 

• 20th Century English Poetry 

• T.S. Eliot (“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, 

“Prelude”) “Tradition and the Individual Talent” 

• W.B. Yeats (“Among School Children”, “The Lake Isle of 

Innisfree”, “Down By the Salley Gardens”, “Sailing to 

Byzantium”, and “The Second Coming”) 

• Robert Frost (“Birches”) 

• Charles Pierre Baudelaire (“The Flowers of Evil”) 

• Sylvia Path (“Daddy”) 

6 Will learn to appreciate 

Modernist poetry and its 

characteristics including 

syntax, stream of 

consciousness, and imagism. 

7 Module   VII: Poetry in Digital Spaces 

• Code Poetry & Flash Poetry 

6 Will learn to appreciate poetry 

composed in digital spaces 

through computational modes. 

TOTAL LECTURE HOURS 42  
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